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Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Since  the  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  operation  in 
July,  1948,  attention  has  been  focussed  on  the  amount  of  sickness  and 
the  rising  cost  of  treatment.  Much  of  this  sickness  is  preventable 
hence  the  importance  of  preventive  medicine  and  its  associated 
problems.  Preventive  services  are  chiefly  administered  by  Local 
Government  Authorities  and  may  be  divided,  broadly  speaking  into 
two  groups  — the  personal  and  the  environmental.  The  County 
Council  is  responsible  for  the  personal  health  services.  Abergavenny 
Borough  Council  as  a Local  Authority,  is  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  environmental  services.  Since  the  office  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a mixed  appointment,  a close  liaison 
between  the  two  types  of  services  is  maintained. 

Environmental  Hygiene  is  just  as  important  today,  as  ever  it 
was,  if  community  health  is  to  be  maintained  and  improved.  Bad 
housing  with  inadequate  ventilation  and  overcrowding  insanitary 
workplaces  and  offices,  overcrowded  and  insanitary  schools,  over- 
flowing dustbins,  inadequate  methods  of  sewage  disposal  are  a few 
examples  of  conditions  which  may  well  spread  disease.  The  crowded 
house  or  school  is  a menace  not  only  because  of  the  risk  of  infection 
and  accident,  but  also  because  of  the  frustration  and  misery  which 
might  easily  impair  both  physical  and  mental  health.  Since  the  war, 
Abergavenny  Borough  Council  is  justifiably  proud  of  its  progress  in 
the  field  of  housing,  and  is  going  ahead  successfully  with  its  programme 
of  Slum  Clearance.  The  Tudor  Street  and  Byefield  Lane  Slum 
Clearance  Area  is  now  nearing  completion  and  alternative  accommod- 
ation has  been  found  for  all  the  families  involved,  most  of  whom  have 
already  moved.  The  seven  remaining  families  will  take  up  their  new 
residences  shortly.  Eighty-one  properties  in  this  area  will  then  be 
demolished  and  the  work  of  reconstruction  begun.  Modern  houses 
and  flats  will  be  erected  on  the  north  side  of  Tudor  Street  only,  so  as 
to  leave  a clear  view  of  Castle  Meadows  and  the  River  Usk,  with  the 
Blorenge  mountain  beyond.  Preliminary  measures  have  also  been 
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taken  to  clear  Flannel  Street,  Chicken  Street,  parts  of  St.  John’s 
Square  and  Nevill  Street. 

Since  the  end  of  the  war  717  houses  have  been  built  in  Aber- 
gavenny, but  I am  sure  the  Council  will  not  relax  until  it  has 
successfully  dealt  with  the  remaining  450  housing  applicants.  Of 
course,  only  a few  of  these  are  to  be  found  in  the  slum  areas.  Many 
of  them  are  pensioners  who,  for  various  reasons,  find  their  present 
homes  unsuitable.  It  is  hoped  that  more  bungalows  and  ground  floor 
flats  will  be  provided  for  this  type  of  applicant. 

We  also  look  forward  to  the  building  of  new  schools  for  the 
younger  members  of  the  town’s  population.  The  difficulties 
experienced  in  Grofield  Secondary  Modern  and  Castle  Street  schools 
are  well  known.  In  the  interest  of  Public  Health  the  provision  of  a 
suitable  environment,  in  its  widest  sense,  is  essential. 

The  Town’s  estimated  population  in  1956  shows  a slight  decline 
numerically  as  compared  with  the  figures  given  by  the  Registrar 
General  in  the  last  5 years.  There  has  been  a satisfactory  rise  in  the 
birth  rate  which  compares  favourably  with  the  corresponding  rate  for 
the  country  generally,  but  the  improvement  gained  in  the  infant 
mortality  rate  has  been  offset  by  an  appreciable  rise  in  the  still  birth 
rate.  The  general  death  rate  shows  an  upward  trend  and  is  now 
significantly  higher  than  that  in  both  the  county  and  the  country.  A 
closer  study  of  the  Borough’s  mortality  statistics  reveals  that 
although  many  more  of  us  can  expect  to  reach  65  to  70  years  of  age 
there  are  very  few  old  people  (70  +)  living  longer  today  than  did  their 
fathers  and  grandfathers.  An  increased  number  of  deaths  now 
occurring  in  this  advanced  age  group  naturally  gives  rise  to  the  overall 
higher  death  rate. 

Once  again  we  find  that  the  main  cause  of  mortality  has  been 
diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  which  claimed  some  50%  of  the  total 
deaths.  In  this  group  Coronary  Disease  occupied  pride  of  place. 
The  percentage  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Cancer  has  remained 
relatively  static  at  17.8%.  There  were  124  deaths  in  the  Borough, 
of  which  23  were  attributed  to  Cancer  and  only  4 of  these 
were  due  to  Cancer  of  the  Lung.  Accumulating  evidence,  both 
statistical  and  epidemiological,  supports  the  view  that  smoking  is 
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linked  with  Cancer  of  the  Lung.  Separate  investigations  in  various 
countries  have  all  agreed  that  Lung  Cancer  patients  smoke  significantly 
more  than  any  group  of  controls  and  the  risk  of  developing  this  disease 
appears  to  be  greater  according  to  the  number  of  cigarettes  smoked. 
Until  proved  otherwise,  this  link  cannot  be  dismissed.  However, 
even  if  tobacco  is  considered  as  the  principal  cause  of  lung  cancer 
other  causative  factors  may  also  be  involved.  It  appears  that  there 
must  also  be  a constitutional  factor  since  all  cigarette  smokers  do 
not  develop  carcinoma  of  the  lung  or  the  upper  respiratory  system. 
The  disease  also  appears  to  be  associated  with  certain  types  of 
occupation  and  air  pollution.  Obviously  further  research  is  required. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  hampered  through  non-notification 
of  this  disease  but  mortality  statistics  indicate  that,  as  yet,  Cancer  of 
the  Lung  does  not  rank  as  one  of  the  main  causes  of  morbidity  in 
Abergavenny.  With  a population  weighted  by  the  elderly  one 
expects  a high  percentage  of  mortality  from  Pneumonia  and 
Bronchitis,  so  it  is  not  surprising  that  11%  of  the  deaths  in  this 
town  are  attributed  to  Respiratory  Diseases.  But  following  on  the 
beneLcient  revolution  in  the  arts  of  prevention  and  healing  only  one 
of  these  deaths  resulted  from  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  past  year  there  were  again  no  deaths  of  mothers 
from  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion  in  Abergavenny.  As  we  still 
have  no  accurate  means  of  measuring  maternal  morbidity  one  cannot 
assess  ill-health  after  child-bearing.  The  social  causes  of  such  ill-health 
may  be  attributed  to  bad  housing,  poor  nutrition,  insufficient  help  in  the 
home,  and  mothers  being  obliged  to  work  during  late  pregnancy  and 
too  soon  afterwards.  But  post-war  welfare  services  and  health 
education  have  gone  a long  way  towards  promoting  the  health  of  the 
mother  both  during  and  after  childbirth. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Infant  WHfare  clinic  is  held  on  the  Tuesday  in  each  week 
and  the  Ante-natal  clinic  on  alternate  Tuesdays.  Mothers  and  children 
under  5 years  of  age,  from  the  Borough  of  Abergavenny  and  the  Rural 
District  may  attend  these  clinics.  There  are  2 Health  Visi  ors  and  a 
Doctor  in  attendance.  Since  further  improvements  are  possible  in  the 
Still-birth  and  Infant  Mortality  rates,  the  importance  of  early  and 
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regular  attendance  of  expectant  mothers  at  the  ante-natal  clinic  can- 
not be  magnified.  It  is  desirable  for  her  to  attend  monthly  until  the 
28th  week  of  pregnancy,  and  fortnightly  thereafter.  A comprehensive 
medical  examination  is  made,  blood  tests  taken  and  weights  recorded. 
Any  departure  from  the  normal  may  then  be  detected  early  and  steps 
taken  to  remedy  any  abnormalities  which  may  occur. 

Mothers  are  too  often  guilty  of  neglecting  their  own  well-being 
but  are  generally  eager  to  seek  advice  on  the  care  of  their  young,  as 
shown  by  the  regular  and  good  attendance  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 
Last  year  there  was  an  average  monthly  attendance  of  293  babies  at 
this  clinic.  Tuberculin  testing,  vaccination  against  Small  Pox  and 
Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  are  now  well 
established  routine  procedures.  All  these  preventive  measures  shows 
an  upward  trend  in  1956.  I hope  that  this  improvement  will  be 
maintained,  it  is  still  our  aim  that  every  child  should  be  adequately 
protected  from  these  preventable  diseases. 

Vaccination  against  Small  Pox. 

Numbers  Vaccinated. 


Age  Groups 

In  1952 

In  1953 

In  1954 

In  1955 

In  1956 

Under  1 year 

19 

36 

15 

35 

57 

1-4  years 

8 

19 

4 

31 

37 

5-14  years 

— 

2 

3 

9 

4 

15  plus 

12 

24 

9 

1 

25 

Totals 

39 

81 

31 

76 

123 

Immunisation 

against 

Diphtheria. 

Numbers  Immunised. 

Age  Groups 

In  1952 

In  1953 

In  1954 

In  1955 

In  1956 

Under  5 years 

44 

93 

64 

81 

141 

5-14  years 

6 

25 

26 

307 

109 

Totals 

50 

118 

90 

388 

250 

The  year  1956  was  also  important  because  of  the  introduction 
of  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis.  This  vaccine  is  given  on  a voluntary 
basis.  Due  to  limited  supplies  only  those  born  in  November  and 
March  in  the  years  between  1947  and  1954  were  then  vaccinated ; 70 
children  were  inoculated  at  Leven  House.  All  vaccinations  were 
temporarily  suspended  on  June  30th,  1956.  This  programme  is  now 
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being  extended  to  include  all  children  born  between  the  years  1947 
and  1954. 

A mothercraft  clinic  is  now  held  regularly  at  Leven  House 
on  alternate  Tuesday  evenings.  A variety  of  subjects  are  discussed 
and  a number  of  educational  films  shown.  An  informed  mother  is 
usually  a very  capable  mother  and  the  discussions  and  questions  raised 
at  this  particular  clinic  illustrate  its  value.  It  is  evident  that  the 
meetings  are  much  appreciated. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  and  Nursing  Services. 

There  is  one  Midwife  resident  in  the  town.  Due  to 
the  continued  upward  trend  in  the  number  of  institutional  confinements 
there  has  been  a decline  in  the  calls  made  on  the  domiciliary  midwife. 
Hospital  confinement  has  become  increasingly  popular  either  for  social, 
obstetric  or  financial  reasons.  This  trend  is  likely  to  continue  so  long 
as  it  remains  cheaper  for  a mother  to  have  her  baby  in  hospital  than 
at  home. 

While  the  calls  on  the  domiciliary  midwife  have  become  less, 
there  has  been  an  increasing  demand  for  the  services  of  the  District 
Nurse.  Many  of  the  town’s  elderly  are  classified  as  chronic  sick 
and  under  existing  circumstances  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  have  them 
admitted  into  hospital.  It  is  in  this  type  of  case  more  than  any  other 
that  the  work  of  the  District  Nurse  has  proved  invaluable.  Of  recent 
years  she  has  also  been  extremely  useful  in  administering  the  necessary 
treatment  to  the  Tuberculous  case  nursed  at  home. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

The  increasing  demand  on  the  services  of  the  District  Nurse 
has  been  coupled  with  a steady  growth  in  the  Home  Help  Service.  In 
1956,  there  were  90  cases  in  Abergavenny  who  received  help  from 
the  35  women  employed.  A very  large  percentage  of  the  cases  in 
Abergavenny  are  chronically  sick  and  have  no  other  available  domestic 
assistance.  Due  to  the  chronic  nature  of  their  illness,  old  age,  un- 
changing home  circumstances,  most  of  our  cases  assisted  in  this  way 
are  long-standing,  nevertheless  they  are  under  constant  review. 
Because  of  the  few  domiciliary  confinements  in  the  town  it  follows 
that  the  Maternity  case  seldom  asks  for  Home  Help. 
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Ambulance  Service. 

Abergavenny  Borough  is  served  by  two  St.  John  Ambulances 
with  four  drivers  and  they  provide  the  Ambulance  Services  for  both 
town  and  surrounding  district.  The  service  is  under  the  central 
administration  of  the  County  Ambulance  Officer  at  Caerleon.  The 
system  appears  to  work  reasonably  well.  Central  control  aims  at 
making  the  most  economic  use  of  ambulances,  and  mutual  assistance 
between  Local  Health  Authorities  avoids,  as  far  as  possible,  ambulances 
running  empty. 

Where  a trained  attendant  is  considered  necessary,  this  will  be 
provided  on  the  request  of  the  General  Practitioner  in  charge  of  the 
case. 

Health  Education. 

Today,  it  is  second  nature  for  the  appropriately  trained  staff  of 
a Health  Department,  whether  they  be  Health  Visitors,  Home  Nurses, 
Public  Health  Inspectors  or  Doctors  to  spread  the  gospel  of  good 
hygiene  and  healthy  living.  We  have  concentrated  our  attention  on 
methods  of  health  education  through  home  visits  and  at  clinics.  Advice 
is  given  on  mothercraft,  home  management,  the  prevention  of  disease 
and  accident,  and  the  upbringing  of  children.  The  results  of  health 
education  cannot  be  measured  statistically  but  its  success  is  obvious. 
An  enlightened  public  will  no  longer  accept  the  low  standards  of 
hygiene  and  sanitation  that  once  prevailed  in  the  Borough.  A pro- 
gressive general  knowledge  regarding  the  causation  of  disease 
demands  preventive  measures  as  illustrated  by  the  increasing  interest 
in  vaccination  and  immunisation. 

Mental  Health  Service. 

A County  Psychiatrist  was  appointed  in  1948  for  the  purpose  of 
a Mental  Health  Service.  This  Service  operates  from  Newport 
County  Hall,  and  is  co-ordinated  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
and  Hospital  Management  Committees. 

No  adult  Guidance  Clinics  are  held  in  Abergavenny,  but 
individual  cases,  patients  suffering  from  nervous  strain,  and  who 
are  finding  difficulty  in  adjusting  themselves  either  in  their  homes  or  at 
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their  work  are  seen  by  Dr.  Cochrane-Dyatt,  the  County  Psychiatrist. 
Cases  considered  too  far  advanced  are  referred  to  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  Psychiatrist. 

Medical  Appliances. 

The  location  of  the  Medical  Appliances  Depot  for  the  Borough 
is  St.  John  Ambulance  Hall,  Abergavenny. 

Welfare  Services. 

The  Welfare  Officer  of  No.  10  Area  caters  for  the  needs  of 
Abergavenny  Borough  as  regards  Welfare  Services,  which  come 
within  the  provisions  of  the  national  Assistance  Act  (1948-1951). 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948-51,  Section  47. 

During  1956,  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  under 
Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948-51. 


7 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956 

Area  in  Acres  ...2398  2398  2398  2398  2398  2398  2398  2398 

Population  (Est.)  8597  8534  8908  9058  9070  9140  8970  8910 

Inhabited  Houses 
(according  to 

Rate  Book)  ...  2495  2518  2594  2783  2765  2796  2808  2937 

££££££££ 

Rateable  Value...  55295  56000  56831  58733  60191  60673  61823  98744 

Id.  Rate  ...  203  207  208  222  230  234  234  235 


1956  Total 

M. 

F. 

1956 

Borough 

County  E.c&  W. 

Live  Births. 

Legitimate  138 

71 

67) 

Birthrate  per 

Illegitimate  5 

4 

1 

1,000  of  estimated 

— 

— 

— 

resident 

Total  143 

75 

68 

population 

16.05 

16.76  15.7 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate  ' 6 

4 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Illegitimate  2 

1 

. 1 

(Live  & Still  Births) 





— 

Births 

55.2 

230 

Total  8 

5 

3 

Rate  1,000  populat’n 

0.898 

0.51 

Deaths. 

All  Causes  124 

67 

57 

Death  rate  per  1,000 

estimated  resident 

population 

13.9 

11.96  11.7 

Deaths  from 
Cancer  — all 

ages  ...  22  10  12 

Lung  ...  5 4 1 

Deaths  due  to  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ...  0 

Maternity  Mortality  Rate  (Rate  per  1,000  births)...  0 


Infant  Mortality. 


Infant  Deaths  from  Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Diarrahoea 
All  Causes 
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Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 (3M.  OF.) 


* 


Death  of  Children  under  1 
Age  Group 

Under  1 week 
1 — 3 weeks 
1 — 2 months 
3—5  months 
6-8  months 
9 — 12  months 

Total 


year  of  age  in  Age  Groups. 
Number  of  Deaths. 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate 

(Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births) 


Borough  County  E.cSW. 

29.79  28.96  23.8 


Year. 

Population.  Live 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

1931.. 

.8490 

(Estimated) 

137 

119 

16.10 

14.01 

8608 

(Census) 

1938.. 

.7925 

New  Borough) 

115 

108 

14.50 

13.6 

1939 

7832 

do. 

118 

144 

15.10 

18.38 

1940 

8407 

do. 

122 

149 

14.50 

17.7 

1941 

8769 

do. 

130 

135 

14.60 

15.39 

1942.. 

.8458 

do. 

134 

113 

18.80 

13.34 

1943.. 

.8174 

do. 

127 

122 

15.56 

14.68 

1944 

7931 

do. 

139 

104 

17  50 

13.11 

1945 

8275 

do. 

141 

120 

17.0 

14.5 

1946.. 

.8439 

do. 

147 

110 

17.5 

13.03 

1947 

8427 

do. 

152 

115 

18.0 

13.64 

1948 

8532 

do. 

146 

138 

17.1 

16.17 

1949 

8597 

do. 

134 

94 

15.6 

10.9 

1950 

8534 

do. 

130 

145 

14.4 

16.99 

1951  . 

.8904 

do. 

161 

157 

18.1 

17.63 

19^2 

9058 

do. 

154 

108 

17.0 

11.9 

1953 

9070 

do. 

140 

93 

15.4 

10.26 

1954 

9140 

do. 

143 

100 

15.6 

10.94 

1955 

8970 

do. 

128 

106 

14.3 

11.8 

1956 

8910 

do. 

143 

124 

16.05 

13.9 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Scarlet  Fever 

During  the  year  15  cases  were  notified. 

Whooping  Cough 

do. 

l case  was  notified. 

Measles 

do. 

69  cases  were  notified. 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  do. 

1 case  was  notified. 

Infantile  Paralysis 

do. 

No  cases  were  notified. 

Erysipelas 

do. 

No  cases  were  notified. 

Diphtheria 

do. 

No  cases  were  notified. 

Dysentery 

do. 

2 cases  were  notified. 

Encephalitis 

do. 

No  cases  were  notified. 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  do. 

No  cases  were  notified. 

Salmonella  Typhimurium  do. 

No  cases  were  notified. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Notified  : Pulmonary 

M 2 F 0 

Non 

Pulmonary  MO  F 0 

Deaths  : 

do. 

M 1 F 0 

do.  M 0 F 0 

Notifiable  Infectious 

Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis). 

classified  according  to  sex  and  age  groups. 

Age 

Age 

Age  Age  Age 

Disease 

Sex 

0-4 

5-9 

10-14  15-24  25  plus  Toial 

Diphtheria 

Male 

...  ... 

. * . 

Female 

...  ... 

... 

...  ...  ...  ... 

Scarlet 

Male 

2 

2 

3 ...  1 8 

Fever 

Female 

1 

2 

3 1 ...  7 

Meningococeal 

Male 

1 

. . . 

1 

Infection 

Female 

• . . 

Measles 

Male 

"9 

25 

!!!  !!’.  i 35 

Female 

6 

27 

1 34 

Whooping 

Male 

1 

1 

Cough 

Female 



Enteric  Fever 

Male 



Female 



Infantile 

Male 



Paralysis 

Female 

Dysentry 

Male 

i 

...  1 

Female 

i 

1 

Erysipelas 

Encephalitis 

Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia 
Salmonella 
Typhimurium 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 


87 
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T uberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1956. 

NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Age 

Pulmonary  Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  Non. 

Pulmonary 

M F M F 

M F M F 

Under  1 year 
1—4  years 
5 — 9 years 
10 — 14  years 
15—19  years 
20—29  years 
30  39  years 
40  - 49  years 



50 — 59  years 
60  and  over 

2 

1 

Totals 

2 

1 

Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  1956  there  were  no  fatalities  from  Infectious 
Diseases,  with  the  exception  of  one  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
and  one  case  of  Meningitis.  Notifications  also  from  this  group  of 
diseases  have  steadily  declined.  Whereas  Infectious  Diseases  were 
the  major  cause  of  Mortality  in  this  country  50  years  ago,  very  few 
deaths  are  attributed  to  them  today.  Diseases  such  as  Typhoid 
fever  and  Cholera  are  now  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  Neverthe- 
less, it  is  essential  to  maintain  constant  vigilance  on  our  water 
supplies,  sewage  and  refuse  disposal,  food  hygiene,  etc. 

Diphtheria  is  another  example  of  a disease  which  plays  a minor 
role  in  both  morbidity  and  mortality.  It  is  well  known  that  a sudden 
drop  in  the  number  of  cases  and  of  deaths  from  Diphtheria  can  only 
be  attributed  to  successful  immunisation  which  was  universally  adopted 
in  this  country  in  1942.  But,  if  we  are  to  continue  in  this  comparative 
freedom  then  a high  level  of  immunity  must  be  maintained.  Hence 

the  importance  of  parents  securing  adequate  protection  for  their 
children. 
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The  severity  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  varied  periodically  since  the 
time  it  was  first  described  as  Scarlatina  by  Sydenham  in  1676.  At 
that  time  it  was  of  a mild  type,  then  it  became  severe  with  devastating 
effects.  In  the  early  19th  Century  it  became  mild  again  with  reversion 
to  the  virulent  type  in  1830.  Since  1870,  it  has  become  gradually 
milder.  Although  15  cases  were  notified  in  Abergavenny 
in  1956,  they  were  all  of  a mild  character.  This  change  in  virulance 
cannot  be  explained  by  improvements  in  sanitation  but  appears  to  be 
more  of  a change  in  the  host-parasite  relationship.  The  prevailing 
low  mortality  may  also  be  particularly  due  to  the  effective  use  of 
antibiotics. 

Last  year  I received  69  notifications  of  measles,  and  once  again, 
the  disease  was  one  of  low  mortality.  The  general  level  of  incidence 
of  measles  does  not  seem  to  have  varied  greatly  of  recent  years,  but 
complications  appear  less  often  and  there  has  been  a decline  in  the 
number  of  deaths.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  this  fall  in  mortality 
is  largely  a matter  of  decreased  severity  and  improved  treatment. 

For  some  years,  Whooping  Cough  has  been  one  of  the  most 
dreaded  and  crippling  diseases  of  infancy.  If  completeness  of  noti- 
fication is  accepted  then  last  year’s  low  incidence  is  indeed 
satisfactory.  Fewer  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  are  naturally  to  be 
expected  now  that  ample  opportunity  for  immunisation  is  available 
to  all  healthy  children. 

Tuberculosis  continues  to  claim  its  victims  because  there  still 
remains  a nucleus  of  infective  cases  in  the  population.  Perhaps  these 
unfortunate  people  do  not  know  that  they  are  tuberculous  and  capable 
of  passing  it  on  to  neighbour  or  relative,  but  on  the  other  hand,  they 
may  be  suspicious  yet  loathe  to  consult  their  Doctor  for  fear  of  being 
branded,  losing  their  job,  etc.  Many  of  these  unknown  cases  are  later 
found  amongst  the  elderly  and  appear  to  have  suffered  from  a ‘bad 
chest’  for  years.  These  are  a danger  to  the  community.  Most  patients 
become  a tuberculous  from  breathing  in  the  organisms  discharged  into 
the  air  by  an  infected  person  coughing,  talking,  sneezing,  or  by  breathing 
in  infected  dust.  Occasionally,  they  may  get  it  from  infected  food 
especially  milk.  Greater  the  degree  of  contact  then  greater  the  risk  of 
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developing  the  disease.  Overcrowding,  poverty  and  certain  occupations 
also  have  their  adverse  effect  on  tuberculosis.  Nearly  everybody  has 
had  tuberculosis  in  a non-clinical  form.  We  can  find  out  about  this  by 
the  tuberculin  test,  which  is  now  a routine  procedure  in  our  schools 
and  infant  welfare  clinics,  and  all  positive  reactors  are  X rayed.  School 
leavers  are  X rayed  yearly  by  the  mass  radiography  unit  which  is  also 
available  periodically  to  the  general  public.  In  1956,  only  2 cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  in  Abergavenny,  but  if  the 
reservoir  of  infection  is  to  be  discovered  and  eradicated  then  it  would 
appear  advisable  for  everyone  of  15  years  and  over  to  be  X rayed 
annually.  Unfortunately,  this  cannot  be  done  as  the  mass  radiography 
units  are  too  few  at  present. 

Until  1900  little  was  known  about  Poliomyelitis.  The  illness  was 
first  described  in  this  country  in  1795  but  not  until  1865  do  we  find 
records  of  its  occurrence  in  epidemic  form.  Since  1900  however,  it  has 
become  evident  that  Poliomyelitis  is  world-wide  in  its  distribution,  but 
its  clinical  behaviour  may  vary  from  place  to  place.  It  is  now  generally 
accepted  that  it  is  a highly  infectious  disease  primarily  affecting  children 
and  spread  largely  by  human  contact.  The  spread  of  poliomyelitis  is 
facilitated  in  communities  where  sanitation  is  primitive  and  living 
conditions  overcrowded  and  poor.  In  such  areas,  infection  and 
immunity  are  acquired  at  an  early  age,  with  the  actual  disease 
smouldering  indefinitely,  rarely  giving  rise  to  explosive  outbreaks. 
On  the  other  hand,  where  sanitation  is  more  advanced,  contact  with 
the  virus  occurs  at  a later  age,  so  that  infection  and  immunity  are  more 
slowly  acquired.  Hence  periodic  epidemics  of  Poliomyelitis  are  to  be 
found  in  the  more  enlightened  communities  with  high  living  standards. 
It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  artificial  immunisation  offers  a greater 
measure  of  success  in  the  prevention  of  Poliomyelitis  rather  than 
attempts  to  rid  the  environment  of  the  causative  organism.  The  year 
1956  was  assured  of  a place  in  epidemiological  history  as  the  year  in 
which  poliomyelitis  vaccine  was  first  tried  in  Britain.  It  demonstrated 
that  the  vaccine  is  safe.  The  public  response  to  vaccination  has  been 
encouraging.  The  Research  Defence  Society  has  issued  a pamphlet 
on  antipoliomyelitis  vaccination  in  which  pertinent  questions  are 
answered  candidly. 
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Some  Dysentery  was  diagnosed  in  two  schoolchildren  in  July, 
1956.  Unfortunately  the  interval  between  onset  and  notification  was 
too  prolonged  to  determine  the  source  of  infection  but  from  careful 
investigation  it  appeared  to  have  occurred  outside  this  district.  Both 
cases  responded  to  treatment  and  any  spread  was  prevented.  A high 
standard  of  hygiene  prevails  at  the  school  canteen  and  the  homes 
concerned.  The  standards  of  food  hygiene  generally  have  shown  a 
measure  of  improvement.  I feel  that  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
health  education  and  an  enlightened  public  are  slowly  having  the 
desired  effect  in  the  eradication  of  Food  Poisoning. 

Yours  faithfully, 

S.  M.  R.  HARVEY,  B.sc.,  M.B.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


# 


The  Town  is  supplied  with  water  derived  from  springs  situated 
in  the  Llwyndu  Mountain  and  collected  in  a covered  holding  reservoir 
of  six  million  gallons  capacity. 

Here  the  water  is  purified  by  subjecting  it  to  storage  and 
chlorination  before  being  discharged  into  the  service  mains.  Routine 
tests  of  the  water  by  the  Waterworks  Attendant  with  the  chloroscope 
ensures  that  complete  chlorination  of  the  water  is  carried  out  This 
action  was  supplemented  by  samples  taken  from  service  taps  being 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service. 

The  yield  of  the  springs  average  some  500,000  gallons  per  day. 
This  can  be  supplemented  by  water  from  a borehole  with  vertical 
shaft  electric  pump  which  could  provide  up  to  100,000  gallons  per  day. 

In  any  event  an  adequate  supply  is  ensured  by  drawing  on  the 
mains  supply  of  the  Newport  Corporation  at  Llanfoist. 

A pleasing  feature  of  the  consumption  has  been  in  a marked 
reduction  in  the  amount  of  water  consumed  per  head  of  the  population 
per  day  following  works  on  the  mains  carried  out  by  the  Borough 
Engineer.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  consumption  figure  fell  to 
some  440,000  gallons  per  day. 

Sampling. 

Mains  supply  — Eight  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Seven  samples  were  satisfactory  in  all  respects,  but  one  report 
indicated  that  the  water  was  heavily  contaminated  by  coliform  bacilli 
of  a non-faecal  type.  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  this  report 
investigations  were  made  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  contamination,  and 
it  was  found  that  the  water  had  not  been  subjected  to  chlorination 
treatment  due  to  the  delay  in  the  arrival  of  chlorine  supplies. 
Arrangements  were  made  to  expedite  delivery  of  chlorine,  and 
subsequent  samples  taken  after  chlorination  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Private  Supplies. 

Of  the  eight  samples  taken  from  springs,  streams  and  wells  in  the 
area,  four  were  satisfactory,  and  four  were  unsatisfactory. 

In  the  case  of  the  unsatisfactory  supplies,  action  was  taken,  by 
advising  on  works  necessary  to  prevent  contamination. 

Swimming  Bath. 

Two  samples  were  submitted  for  examination,  one  report 
indicating  the  bath  water  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

As  a result  of  this  report,  the  chlorine  dosage  was  increased 
until  the  free  chlorine  content  of  the  water  reached  0.2  parts  per 
million.  Subsequent  examination  proved  the  water  to  be  bacterio- 
logically  pure,  and  the  Superintendent  was  advised  to  maintain  his 
free  chlorine  reading  at  0.2  parts  per  million. 

FOOD. 

Milk  Supplies. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  have  declared 
Abergavenny  to  be  a “specified  area’’  for  the  production  and  sale  of 
milk. 

Fourteen  retailers  operate  within  the  Borough,  seven  are 
producer-retailers  and  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  (Raw)  Milk,  five  retail 
both  T.T.  (Raw)  and  also  Pasteurised  milks,  whilst  the  remaining  two 
retail  Pasteurised  milk. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949-1954. 

Referring  to  the  seven  producer-retailers  mentioned  above,  four 
are  resident  and  have  dairies  in  the  Borough. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations  1949-1953. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  — 1954. 

Licences  granted  by  the  Borough  Council  are,  two  authorising 
the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (Raw)  Milk  ; five  authorising  the  use  of 
the  designation  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  and  two  for  the 
designation  Pasteurised. 

During  the  year  23  samples  were  submitted  for  examination,  16 
samples  were  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  and  the  remaining  7 of 
Pasteurised  Milk.  Five  of  the  T.T.  milks  were  slightly  below  the 
prescribed  standards  and  the  appropriate  action  was  taken  with  the 
Distributors  concerned. 
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There  is  one  Pasteurised  and  Bottling  establishment  in  the 
Borough,  viz.  : F.  Franklyn,  Usk  Vale  Dairy.  These  premises  are,  of 
course,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council. 

No  milk  diseases  were  reported  during  the  year,  and  the 
co-operation  of  the  retailers  in  respect  of  matters  drawn  to  their 
notice  was  such  that  no  legal  action  was  necessary. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955.  Section  16. 

Registration  of  Food  Premises. 


Premises  registered  under  the  above 

mentioned  Act 

were  :- 

Ice-Cream  - Manufacturers 

3 

Dealers 

23 

Preparation  or  Manufacturers  of 

Meat  Products 

8 

Number  and  type  of  other  Food  Premises  in  the  Town,  and  number  of 

Inspections  during  the  year. 

Number 

Inspections 

Grocers 

19 

154 

Butchers 

13 

147 

Restaurants  including  Cafe  Snack  Bars 

18 

49 

Bakeries 

7 

19 

Greengrocers  and  Wet  Fish  Sales 

7 

35 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

3 

8 

Miscellaneous  General  Stores 

20 

120 

Market 

1 

52 

Slaughterhouse 

1 

262 

During  inspections  it  was  noted  that  a good  standard  of  cleanli- 
ness both  in  premises,  staff,  and  methods  of  handling  were  apparent. 

There  is,  in  the  town,  one  large  food  factory,  viz  : Usk  Vale 
Food  Factory,  a smaller  Mineral  Water  Factory,  Messrs.  Hansards 
(Whitings)  Ltd.,  a progressive  outside  Caterer,  Messrs.  R.  H.  Stevens 
and  Sons,  a Grade  1 Bacon  Factory,  Messrs.  Bonds  (Cardiff)  Ltd.,  and 
a further  Confectionery  Factory,  Messrs.  Hunter  and  Roberts. 

In  other  small  establishments,  Bakery  and  Flour  Confectionery 
are  carried  out,  and  8 Butchers  manufacture  meat  preparations. 

Routine  inspections  are  carried  out  at  all  the  above  premises. 

17 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

Initial  inspections  under  the  above  mentioned  Regulations  have 
been  made  at  all  restaurants,  cafes  food  preparing  establishments, 
grocers,  butchers  shops,  etc.,  in  the  town,  and  inspections  are 
continuing  to  include  the  smaller  type  of  ‘lock-up’  shop  and  those 
family  shops  with  attached  living  accommodation.  Several  contra- 
ventions have  been  noted,  particularly  the  lack  of  adequate  hand- 
washing facilities  and  the  provision  of  adequate  supplies  of  hot  piped 
water  supplies.  Informal  action  has  been  taken  in  all  instances,  and 
traders,  generally,  have  been  co-operative. 


Many  of  the  food  premises  in  the  older  section  of  the  town,  will 
require  structural  alterations  to  comply  in  all  respects  with  the 
Regulations,  and  it  has  been  noted  that  the  multiple  stores  are  desirous 
of  effecting  such  improvements. 


The  Market,  which  has  covered  and  open  sections,  is  held  twice 
weekly.  Regular  inspections  are  made  of  all  food  stalls,  to  ensure  that 
there  is  no  contravention  of  the  Regulations. 


The  hygienic  preparation  and  handling  of  food  is  one  which  is, 
and  must  be,  foremost  in  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  and 


a considerable  amount  of  his  time  has  to  be  devoted  to  this  work. 

Foodstuffs  Condemned,  1956 

Canned  Foods. 

Fruits 

385  cans. 

Frankfurter  Sausages  ... 

283  number 

Meats 

190  „ 

Sausages 

60  lbs. 

Vegetables 

83  „ 

Bacon 

37  „ 

Fish 

9 „ 

Ham 

1 „ 

Evaporated  Milk 

30  „ 

Cereals 

13  ., 

Cream 

4 „ 

Cheese 

27  „ 

Irish  Stew 

4 „ 

Onions 

1 jar. 

Pudding 

4 „ 

Raisins 

30  lbs. 

Soups 

9 „ 

Fruit  Jellies 

18  „ 

Cake  Mixture 

3 pkts. 

Cream  Whirls 

12  „ 

Sugar  Puffs  ... 

2 „ 

Turkish  Delight 

49  „ 

Meat  ex-Abattoir.  Beef 

— 108  lbs.  Pork— 167  lbs. 

Veal  4 lbs. 

No  instance  of  u 

nsound  food  being  exposed  for  sale  was 

encountered. 
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Disposal  of  Condemned  Foodstuffs. 

Condemned  foodstuffs  are  collected  by  Council  employees,  cans 
are  punctured  and  taken  to  the  refuse  tip,  where  they  are  buried, 
other  foodstuffs,  with  the  exception  of  meat,  are,  if  practicable,  used 
for  animal  feeding.  Meat  condemned  is  taken  to  the  Public 
Slaughterhouse,  suitably  dyed  and  then  collected  by  a recognised  firm 
for  manufacture  into  animal  feeding  products. 


Ice-Cream. 

Of  the  26  premises  registered  with  this  authority  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  only  3 are  used  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream. 

One  of  these  uses  the  Heat  Treatment,  the  other  two  adopting 
the  cold  mix  method.  All  the  manufacturers  comply  with  the  Ice- 
Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947. 

In  the  case  of  the  other  retailers  the  practice  is  to  purchase 
wrapped  ice-cream  from  outside  firms  who  mass-produce  the  product 
and  who  provide  refrigerated  conservers  for  the  use  of  retailers. 

Seventeen  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted 
for  examination  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  Thirteen  samples 
proved  satisfactory,  whilst  four  samples  were  not  of  a satisfactory 
standard. 

The  results  are  summarised,  as  follows  : 


*'''*•* 

Grade  1 

10  samples. 

„ 2 

3 

„ 3 

1 

4 

3 „ 

Rodent  Control  Work. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


The  work  of  rodent  control  has  continued  to  be  carried  out  in  a 
satisfactory  manner  and  details  are  given  below  : 


Destruction  of  Rats  in  Sewers. 

First  Annual  Maintenance  Treatment— May  28th  to  June  9th 
Total  number  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected  systems 
Number  test  baited 

Number  showing  complete  takes  of  bait  ... 

Number  showing  partial  takes  of  bait 
Number  showing  “no  take”  of  bait 


1956. 

265 

110 

Nil 

39 

71 
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Second  Annual  Treatment— October  15th  to  October  27th,  1956. 


Total  number  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected  systems  ...  265 

Total  test  baited  ...  . 173 

Number  showing  complete  takes  of  bait  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  showing  partial  takes  of  bait  ...  ...  37 

Number  showing  “no  take”  of  bait  ...  ...  136 


The  methods  adopted  was  the  placing  of  bait  on  the  “benching” 
in  manholes  or  on  trays  fitted  into  the  brickwork  and  provided  with 
thick  rope  to  allow  rodents  to  climb  to  the  trays,  the  poisoned  bait 
being  deposited  wherever  a pre-bait  take  had  been  recorded.  The 
results  were  satisfactory  and  a lessening  of  surface  infestation  is  noted 
after  each  treatment. 

These  routine  treatments  were  followed  by  treatments  at 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  Refuse  Tips,  such  treatments  being  in 
addition  to  those  regularly  carried  out.  This  work  is  justified  by  the 
fact  that  some  years  ago  both  these  undertakings  proved  to  a prolific 
source  of  infestation.  However,  I am  pleased  to  report  that  rat 
infescation  in  the  town  has  been  reduced  to  almost  a negligible  number 
but  in  order  to  keep  this  so  the  work  must  be  continued  with 
enthusiasm  and  all  areas  kept  under  constant  surveillance. 

Surface  Infestations. 

Routine  surveys  are  being  maintained  and  all  complaints  are 
immediately  investigated. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out : 


Total  number  of  properties  in  the  area  ...  ...  3231 

Inspections 

Number  of  Local  Authority  properties  inspected  ...  126 

Number  of  business  properties  inspected  ...  172 

Number  of  private  dwellings  inspected  ...  365 

Number  of  agricultural  properties  inspected  ...  Nil 

Total  number  found  to  be  infested  : 

By  Rats  ...  92 

By  Mice  ...  •••  49 


Total  number  of  treatments  carried  out  by  Rodent  Operator  141 
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Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948. 


The  following  represents  the  distribution  of  trades  in  the 
in  the  Borough  Borough  : 


Agricultural  Machinery  Repairs 

Bakehouses 

Bacon  Curing 

Beer  Bottling 

Blacksmith 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairs 
Cellulose  Spraying 
Cement  Products 
Egg  Grading 

Electrical  Repairs  (including  Radio)  ... 

Firewood 

Florist  (Wreaths) 

Gas  Undertaking 
Ice-Cream 

Ironworkers  and  Engineers 
Leather  Products 
Meat  Small  Goods 
Milk  Pasteurisation  and  Bottling 
Mineral  Waters 
Monumental  Masonry 
Motor  Repairs 
Printing 

Soft  Toy  Manufacturing 
Sugar  Confectionery 
Tailoring  and  Dressmaking 
Upholstery  and  French  Polishing 
Welding  (Acetylene  and  Electrical) 
Wool  Staplers 


Number  of  Mechanical  With  Power 
Factories.  Power  used.  not  used. 


2 2 0 

6 5 1 

1 1 0 

1 1 0 

2 1 1 

6 6 0 

4 4 0 

1 1 0 

2 2 0 

7 1 6 

2 2 0 

3 0 3 

1 1 0 

3 3 0 

2 2 0 

1 1 0 

10  10  0 

1 1 0 

1 1 0 

1 1 0 

9 8 1 

2 2 0 

1 1 0 

2 2 0 

3 1 2 

2 2 0 

2 2 0 

2 0 2 


Outworkers  : 17  outworkers  are  listed,  and  they  are  all 
concerned  with  the  altering  and  repairing  of  wearing  apparel. 

21 


36  Inspections'w£re  carfied'ouf,  and  the  following  is  a statement 
of  cases  from  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  Cases  in 

which  defects  were  found. 

Particulars.  Found  Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M.  Insp. 

By  H.M.  Prosecutions 
Inspected  Instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable 

Temperature  ... 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  Floor 
and  Drainage  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
Defective 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Escape  in  case  of  fire- 

(a)  No  certificate 

7 

7 

0 

0 

0 

(b)  Inadequate  ... 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

All  Factories  to  which  section  34  applies 

have  been 

inspected 

and  issued  with  certificates  as  to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 

Housing. 

During  the  year,  a further  128  houses  were  built  by  the  Council, 
bringing  the  total  number  of  post-war  houses  to  661.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  there  were  16  houses  under  construction. 

4 houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise. 

During  the  year  121  families  were  rehoused  by  the  Council. 

Of  the  allocations  made  under  the  heading  of  general  housing 
needs,  34  were  for  families  living  in  houses,  and  58  for  families  having 
to  share  accommodation  in  apartments,  etc. 

In  accordance  with  the  Council’s  policy  to  use  their  houses  as 
far  as  is  possible  to  their  fullest  extent,  and  to  relieve  hardships,  they 
considered  and  agreed  to  18  transfers  of  tenancy. 
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To  accommodate  the  old  and  infirm  as  far  as  possible  in  the 
limited  accommodation  at  their  disposal  in  the  Aged  Persons  bungalows 
and  Prefabricated  bungalows,  one  such  family  was  transferred  from  a 
council  owned  house  and  4 were  allocated  such  dwellings  directly  from 
privately  owned  premises. 

Four  of  the  allocations  made  were  in  respect  of  families  that  had 
been  ejected  by  Order  of  the  Court,  or  where  such  action  was 
imminent  and  would  be  successful. 

Following  action  by  the  Council  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing 
Act,  2 families  who  would  have  been  made  homeless,  were  given 
accommodation. 

The  Points  Scheme  for  Allocation  of  Houses  was  periodically 
renewed  and  brought  up  to  date,  all  changes  of  circumstances  of 
applicants  having  been  investigated  and  recorded.  The  number  of 
applicants  at  the  year  end  was  about  450. 

Slum  Clearance. 

The  work  of  rehousing  displaced  families  from  the  Tudor  Street 
and  Byefield  Lane  areas  continued  throughout  the  year,  and  25 
families  were  rehoused.  In  order  to  provide  suitable  dwellings  peculiar 
to  the  needs  of  some  of  the  displaced  families,  7 transfers  of  tenants  of 
privately  owned  houses,  purchased  for  the  purpose  to  Council  owned 
houses  or  bungalows  were  effected.  At  the  year  end  some  ten 
families  still  required  to  be  rehoused,  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  to  carry  this  out. 

The  purchase  of  properties  by  negotiations  have  been  continued 
with  some  measure  of  success,  64  properties  having  been  acquired. 
Due  to  circumstances  beyond  the  control  of  the  Council,  delays  in  the 
negotiations  respecting  a few  properties  has  meant  that  the  Council 
will  be  taking  immediate  steps  to  acquire  them  by  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order. 

The  advanced  state  of  the  completion  of  this  Area,  is  such  that 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  second  area  in  the  Council  s five 
year  plan  for  Slum  Clearance. 
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This  includes  the  Castle  Ward  Area, '.which'  comprfses  the 
remaining  part  of  Tudor  Street,  Castle  Street,  part  of  Flannel  Street 
and  St.  John’s  Street,  Chicken  Street,  St.  John’s  Square,  and  a portion 
of  Nevill  Street. 

Because  of  the  extent  of  the  area  to  be  dealt  with,  it  is  planned 
to  divide  the  area  into  three  sub-areas  to  be  called  Castle  Ward  (No. 
1)  Area,  (No.  2)  Area,  and  (No.  3)  Area,  each  sub-area  being  dealt 
with  as  a phase.  It  is  hoped  to  deal  with  phase  one  in  a month  or  so, 
and  then  to  complete  the  other  phases  at  regular  intervals  during  the 
ensuing  few  months. 


Housing  Statistics. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

fa)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
Housing  Defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ... 

2.  (a)  Number  of  Dwellings  (included  under  Sub- 

heading (1)  above  which  are  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

(c)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

(d)  Number  of  dwellings  (exclusive  to  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  Informal  Notice  action  by 
the  local  Authority  or  their  officers 
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173 

232 


157 

175 

6 

48 


44 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 


(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  & 16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

2.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined  the  tenement  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  fit 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  & 13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(b)  Undertaking  accepted  that  the  house  will 

not  be  used  for  human  habitation  ...  Nil 


3 


3 

Nil 


Nil 


Nil 
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(e)  Proceedings  under  Section  3,  Housing  Act,  1949  : — 

1.  Closing  Order  is  made  under  Section  3 (1)  ...  Nil 

2.  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing 

Orders  substituted  under  Section  3 (2)  ...  Nil 

(f)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10  (1)  ...  6 

Meat  Inspection. 

The  principle  of  inspection  of  all  carcases  has  been  implemented 
throughout  the  year,  and  for  this  purpose  the  greater  part  of  the 
additional  inspector’s  time  is  devoted  to  the  work. 

The  effect  of  the  improvements  carried  out  by  the  Lessees  of 
the  Abattoir  on  the  hanging  and  cooling  of  the  meat  has  well  justified 
the  expense  incurred  in  so  doing. 

However  the  conditions  prevailing  elsewhere  leave  much  to  be 
desired  and  fall  very  short  of  the  required  standards. 

Being  unable  to  bring  their  premises  up  to  the  conditions 
demanded  has  caused  the  Council  to  defer  the  adoption  of  the 
Byelaws  for  Slaughterhouses.  In  my  opinion  such  a state  of  affairs 
should  not  be  allowed  to  exist  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary.  The 
adequate  lairage  of  the  animals  and  the  prevention  of  cruelty,  disposal 
of  waste  products,  adequate  cleansing  of  premises  and  slaughtering 
personnel  are  all  being  seriously  impaired,  while  the  carrying  out  of 
efficient  meat  inspection  is  done  with  great  difficulty. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  request  of  the  Council  to  the  Ministry 
of  Food  to  receive  a deputation,  made  in  August,  will  be  acceded  to 
very  soon,  and  that  the  Ministry  will  find  it  expedient  to  allow  these 
further  works  to  be  carried  out  with  some  degree  of  urgency. 

While,  under  the  circumstances,  it  is  difficult  to  deal  statutarily 
with  some  breaches  of  the  Slaughterhouse  Regulations  I feel  that 
greater  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  occupiers  of  the  abattoir  would 
assist  in  making  the  best  of  the  facilities  that  are  available. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933  to  1954. 

Nine  persons  have  been  granted  licences  under  the  above 
mentioned  Acts  authorising  them  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals. 
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During  the  year  daily  visits  were  made  to  the  Abattoir  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  a 1(X>%  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered. 

The  table  given  below  show  the  number  of  animals  killed, 
particulars  of  meat  condemnation  and  incidence  of  disease. 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or 

in  part. 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

C’lves 

Sheep 

and 

L’mbs 

Pigs 

H’rses 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

1408 

111 

293 

9221 

3695 

— 

Number  inspected 

1408 

111 

293 

9221 

3695 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

6 

4 

10 

2 



Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

307 

58 

4 

405 

31 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

21.9 

57.7 

2.7 

4.6 

0.9 



Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

44 

17 

88 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

3.1 

16.2 

— 

- 

2.4 

- 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 
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Weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  as  a result  of  Tubercular 
infection. 

Carcase  meat  ...  1514  lbs. 

Offal  ...  2032  lbs.  = 3546  lbs. 

Weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  as  a result  of  diseases  and 
conditions  other  than  Tuberculosis — 

Carcase  meat  ...  5318  lbs. 

Offal  ...  11136  lbs.  = 16454  lbs. 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  20,000  lbs. 

— 8 tons  18  cwts.  2 qrs  81bs. 


Rainfall  1956 


( Diameter  of  Funnel,  5 inches. 

Rain  Gauge  ...- 

Height  of  Top 

Above  Ground  1 ft. 
Above  Sea  Level  215  ft. 

Situation : Bailey  Park. 

Month 

Total  Depth  inches 

1956 

January 

... 

5.0 

February 

... 

.4 

March 

1.5 

April 

2.2 

May 

.8 

June 

2.4 

July 

3.7 

August 

3.6 

September 

4.75 

October 

2.0 

November 

... 

1.4 

December 

... 

7.0 

Total 

34.75 

ROGER  J.  HOWELLS, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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